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GRASSI Museum of Applied Art in Leipzig 

 

Grassi Museum, an impressive building complex in Art-Deco style, 

houses three museums of domestic and international significance: the 

Museum of Applied Art, the Museum of Ethnology and the Museum of 

Music instruments. At the center of attraction in the three museums 

are their respective new feature of permanent exhibitions and 

alternating special exhibitions. The centerpiece of Grassi Museum is 

the Art Deco column hall. The central exhibition and event hall 

designed in shining red-gold-blue remains unparalleled all over 

Europe. The column hall that is named after its twelve ceiling-high 

triangular columns, represents the exclusive designing style of Art 

Deco.  

Grassi Museum is seen as a place of culture and inspiration. Its 

vegetated inner courtyards, the old Johannis cemetery, which looks 

like a park and the highly inviting Museum Café set the scene 

perfectly well for enjoying leisure times. 

 

Today, GRASSI Museum of Applied Art counts among the most significant of 

its type in Europe and stands out for a completely new permanent exhibition. 

The first tour “From Ancient times to Historism” is a call to a journey covering 

over 3,000 years of the history of art. Amongst others, the fascination in this 

journey is the Roman Hall, the Piranesi Gallery and precious Baroque Items of 

the Treasure Chamber. The second exhibition area “Asian art: Impulse for 

Europe” is above all else, dedicated to art treasures from China, Japan and 

Iran. In the third trip “From Art Nouveau to the present day”, there is a series 

of treasures from the period of Art Nouveau of known and unknown Bauhaus 

pieces, design highlights as from 1950, East German design and pieces from 

the immediate present. 

Moreover, the special exhibitions and the GRASSI TRADE FAIR that is held 

each year at the end of October – one of Europe’s most significant sales 

expositions for applied art and design – are also a centerpiece of public 

attention. 

 

The museum has approximately more than 90,000 inventory units. 

Abundantly available in stock are the classical material areas of textile, 

ceramics, porcelain, furniture, glass, noble and base metals from ancient 

times to the present day; Plastics made of wood and stone; Coins, medals, 

badges; Asiatica and a range of other special collections. The graphical 

collection covers approximately 50,000 sheets, the photo collection 

approximately 70,000 units. 

 

Upon the death of the Tradesman and Patron from Leipzig Franz Dominic 

Grassi (1801 – 1880), the city of Leipzig inherited a considerable asset. 

Amongst others, it was invested in the construction of the new Gewandhaus, 

the Mende fountain and in the “old” Grassi museum at the former King’s 

square, today’s City Library at Leuschner square. Since the capacity of the 

building soon became too small, it was sold and the proceeds invested in the 

construction of today’s Grassi museum at Johannis square. The building 

complex that was erected here from 1925 to 1929 belongs to one of the few 

new museum buildings of the 1920s in Germany. Following the massive 

destruction of the building in the course of the Second World War, post-war 

reconstruction was only gradual and provisional. Grassi museum was 

fundamentally refurbished in the years 2001 to 2005, and has been shining 



ever since in new splendor. The museums are able to present their collections 

effectively for the first time since the end of the war. 

 

 

Special Exhibitions 2015 

 

 

Until 22 February 2015 

SILK, GOLD AND WHITE LINEN 

Five centuries of embroidery 

 

Until March 2015 

BETWEEN NATURE AND ARTIFICIALITY 

Daniel Kruger. Jewellery and ceramics 

 

Until 12 April 2015 

EXCLUSIVE ARTISAN FURNITURE FROM LEIPZIG 

F.G. Hoffmann – Court cabinet maker and entrepeneur 

 

6 March – 31 May.2015 

„... an enourmous appetite for breakfast and life“ 

Design at the breakfast table 

 

2 April – October 2015 

2.5.0. - Object is Meditation and Poetry… 

(Exhibition of the Academy of Visual Arts Leipzig in cooperation with the 

museum) 

 

21 May – 20 September 2015 

SENSIBILITY AND STRUCTURE 

Johanna Schütz-Wolff 

 

28 May – 5 July 2015 

Villa Tugendhat. Photos of the legendary house of Mies van der Rohe 

 

18 June – 11 October 2015 

EXOTIC, TEMPTING AND GLAMOUROUS 

The worldwide brand Goldscheider 

 

23 October-25 October 2015 

GRASSIMESSE. International sales fair for applied arts and design 

 

26 November 2015 – 24 April 2016 

KONSTANTIN GRCIC. Panorama 
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Opening hours:  

Tues. – Sun., Public holidays 10:00 – 18:00 hrs, Mons. and on Dec. 24 and 

Dec. 31 closed. 

 

 

 

Status on: March 25, 2015 

 


